
 

 

 

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church 
Bedford, Texas 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 

10:00am 

 

Mission Statement 
  

Courageously proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we: 

● worship and glorify God, 

● grow in faith as disciples, 

● seek justice and mercy, 

● and nurture those in need while embracing all humanity. 

 

 

Welcome to this service of worship. The Emmanuel congregation invites all ages to 

worship God together. Children’s bulletins and activity bags are available from the 

ushers. A “Fidgety Friends” room is available upstairs behind the sanctuary if 

children become restless and parents would like a comfortable place to continue to 

participate in worship.  



 

Celebration of Worship 

Second Sunday of Advent 

10:00am  December 5, 2021 

We Gather in Worship 
Greeting and Announcements 

[Remember to add your prayer requests for inclusion in the Prayers of the People at 

https://forms.gle/SYTJ4pe93vk16CDx6 or on the paper forms in the friendship pads.  Place the 

paper forms in the offering plate.] 

Centering Words 

 In the miraculous birth of John the Baptist, we see the foundation of what is to come. We see  

 how interwoven his story is with Jesus’ origin story. When Zechariah regains his voice, his  

 imagination is also restored. He offers deep praise for God’s tender mercy, and casts a hopeful 

 vision for his own child. He sings blessings into John’s being. This lays the foundation for  

 John’s life. In turn, John will go on to prepare the way for Jesus who will guide us all in the  

 way of peace. In this week, we focus on making space—in our lives and our  

 imaginations—for God’s blessings to break through. 

 

Prelude O Come, O Come Emmanuel Arr. Roger C. Wilson 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  John and Barbara Field 

Chorale Introit While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING 

*Call to Worship  

If life was a home, then we would pray— 

may love be the foundation. May God be the cornerstone. May the Spirit be the 

windows—ushering light in. And may hope be the walls—holding us together.  

In this hour of worship, let us work toward building that home together.  

We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now.  

Let us give thanks for a foundation of love.  

Let us worship Holy God. 

*Hymn (GTG) No. 94         Now the Heavens Start to Whisper  JEFFERSON 

 

We Are Renewed in Grace 
Remembering Baptism (Liturgist)  

Prayer of Confession                           

 Holy God, When John was Born, Zechariah leaned down and whispered   

 words of love into his ear. We know that you do the same for us, day in and  

 day out, yet we fail to hear it. We forget that in the beginning we were made  

 good. We doubt that we could possibly be enough. We hustle for our self-worth  

 and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection. We deflect words of praise. We  

 hide behind shiny first impressions. Forgive us. Trusting our worth  is the   

https://forms.gle/SYTJ4pe93vk16CDx6


 

 hardest job. Open our ears as you open our hearts, so that we might rest on the  

 foundation of goodness you have laid for us. Gratefully we pray. Amen. 

                          (Worshippers are invited to offer silent prayers of confession) 

Sung Response (GTG) No. 89     For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits      

                                                    (stanza 3 only) MY SOUL IN STILLNESS WAIT 

Declaration of Forgiveness  

Family of faith, no matter how old we get, God continues to say to us: “You are loved; 

you are forgiven.” That is the foundation of our lives. That is the truth upon which 

we build our home. So breathe deeply. There is grace and peace here. Join me in 

proclaiming this good news:  

We are loved. We are forgiven. We are claimed. This is our foundation. Thanks be 

to God. Amen.  

We Receive God’s Word 
Children’s Gathering  Kristin Hartwell 

Old Testament Reading            Malachi 3:1-4 (page 874, red Bible) 

Epistle Testament Reading       Philippians 1:3-11 (page 1068, red Bible)   

Anthem                       A Little Child Will Come To Lead Us N. Price/D. Besig    

                                                     (Emmanuel Chancel Choir)             

Gospel Reading               Luke 1:57-80 (pages 932-933, red Bible)      Rev. Dr. Kyle Walker 

Leader: The Word of God for the People of God. People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                         “Laying the Foundation (Peace)”                     Rev. Dr. Kyle Walker 

We Experience God’s Grace 
*Affirmation of Faith - (Confession of 1967 - 9.19)  

 Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus. His faith and obedience were the  

 response of the perfect child of God. He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to  

 Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and the pioneer of the new humanity.  

 He gave history its meaning and direction and called the church to be his servant  

 for the reconciliation of the world. 

Offering our Gifts to God 

[Note:  A basket is available in the sanctuary for you to walk to and drop your offering, and 

prayers into.  You may also contribute online at emmanuelpc.org or use the QR code in the 

bulletin insert.] 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory                                                     Offertory Mark Hayes 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

 Words of Institution and Breaking of the Bread 

https://emmanuelpc.org/


 

 *Communion of the People 

 ( Please come forward using the center aisle with your communion from home, and return to 

your seats using the side aisle. If not able to come forward, remain in your seat and you will be 

served.) 

*Prayer after Communion 

We Leave to Serve 

*Hymn (GTG) No. 97        Watchman, Tell Us of the Night       ABERSTWYTH                                                                          

*Charge and Benediction  

[You are invited to sit and enjoy the postlude.  Please respect distance and the masking 

preferences of others as you depart.]  

*Sign of Peace 

*Postlude         Trumpet Tune (Baroque Music for Manuals p22)   Francesco Manfrendini 

*please stand, if able  

(GTG) – Glory to God Hymnal 

Words in bold print are said in unison by the congregation. 

Sources for this service:  Close to Home, Words for Worship for Advent-Epiphany by 

Rev. Sara (Are) Speed. 

     

     

                                

               

 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

Rev. Dr. Kyle M. Walker, Transitional Pastor 

Susan LaPointe, Director of Music 

Tak Yan Yeung, Accompanist 

Emmanuel Chancel Choir 

 

Assisting in Today’s Service: 
 

Mary Jane Horr 

Kristin Hartwell 
  
 

 

 

 


